
by Dee Dee Anderson

To say I have been on an adventure with “Sliver” – a singleton pup that was not sup-
posed to live, let alone walk – is an understatement. But with the nurturing of her dam
“Dream” – and the care and attention from many other people – she would not only live
and walk, but she would thrive and eventually enter the exciting world of competition
Obedience.

Sliver’s story began during delivery. At birth, her right rear leg was black and swollen,
twice the size of her left leg. She had no use of the injured right leg and when attempting
to crawl, she suffered ligament damage to her left leg. By two weeks of age, Sliver had no
use of either hind leg. Otherwise, she was a happy and curious puppy investigating the
world by dragging herself with her front legs. Within a few days, Sliver developed swim-
mers pup syndrome because she could not move normally. Sliver’s rib cage collapsed to
the thickness of my hand. Her dam, Dream, kept rolling Sliver onto her back. Sliver
would lay, kicking her front legs in the air. Feeling sorry for the puppy that could not roll
over, I would place her onto her stomach. Much later I would learn that Dream had been
doing the right thing – trying to keep Sliver’s weight off her chest.

Many well-meaning veterinarians said I should euthanize a two-week-old puppy that
couldn’t move and I considered it every day in the first four weeks. But I could not bring
myself to take Dream’s only puppy away from her.

Before giving up, I took Sliver to see Dr. Brown, an orthopedic veterinarian. I can still
see Dr. Brown holding this two-week-old puppy in the air. Sliver was so young, her eyes
were just opening. He explained he could not do an x-ray at that age and that it would
be a waiting game to see if Sliver could survive and walk. But his exact words to me were
“I would not give up on her yet.”

I was working non-stop on Sliver’s  physical
therapy at two weeks of age.

Prior to surgery, this is how Sliver could
stand with my help. 

Sliver’s normal left rear leg and the right rear
leg before surgery at six months of age.
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Instead, Dr. Brown gave me physical therapy exercises to
do with Sliver. The exercises were intended to help Sliver
overcome the swimmers pup syndrome and to keep blood
flowing to her rear legs. Dr. Brown encouraged me to do the
exercises with her throughout the day for a total of two hours,
but if I could do more, even better. My entire focus became
helping Dream’s only puppy. I did the exercises with Sliver
for six hours a day, every day for two weeks. Dream had nat-
urally been doing the right thing by rolling Sliver onto her
back. Dr. Brown said Sliver needed to lie only on her sides or
back, never on her stomach. Sliver spent a lot of time on my
chest while I lay on the floor and did her therapy exercises.
Dream smothered Sliver with love, and with her help, we
taught Sliver how to walk.

Sliver would take her first step at four weeks old and it
became apparent her damaged leg was growing crooked. We
went back to Dr. Brown and while I was worried about her
crooked leg, Dr. Brown was beaming, “You did it! You taught
her how to walk!”

He carried Sliver around the office, stopping to show
everyone how well she could walk. He explained there was
nothing more he could do until her growth plates stopped
growing at approximately eight months of age. Until then,
Sliver would only be allowed to walk on a leash, swim or
track.

It was painful to watch her walk; it looked like her leg
would break at any moment. At six months of age I couldn’t
bear it anymore and took her back to Dr. Brown to see if we
could accelerate a treatment plan for her. He took x-rays and
said the good news was that she had stopped growing. The
bad news was that her right leg was so crooked; it was three-
quarters inches shorter than her left leg. He recommended
surgery. His plan was to cut the bone, straighten the leg, and
insert a plate to hold the leg straight while it healed. He
thought he might have to take bone from her hip if the leg
was not long enough. Lucky for Sliver – he didn’t have to do
that. His hope was to straighten her leg at the point of the
growth plate damage, and that, after recovery, both her legs
would be the same length. He was a bit concerned that such
a young pup might not be able to tolerate the surgery and
rehabilitation.

I was willing to try anything to help Sliver run and play
like a normal puppy. But Dr. Brown said my goal was not

high enough. “You want her to be perfect. I will do my best to
make her perfect so you can do any sport you want with her.
But you will need to do a lot of work with her afterwards.”

That meant eight weeks of restricting her movement, no
walking, swimming, or tracking. That was so hard on my six-
month-old puppy who wanted to be up and about. But Sliver
and I would learn many tricks that you can play on the
ground without a lot of movement. The bad news is she
learned that the best place to be was on top of me, biting 
my feet!

Sliver’s cast covered her entire leg. It needed to be
changed twice a week because it kept shifting and turning,
causing irritation to her foot. We did so well following the
instructions to keep her off her leg that six weeks after sur-
gery, Dr. Brown was ready to take the cast off. I was a nerv-
ous wreck, but he assured me her leg was healed and it was
time for months of more physical therapy to begin.

After all the months of attention and playtime restricted to
whatever I could do in a small area, often in my lap, it’s clear 

Sliver is very attached to me, and I admit that she does
have some separation anxiety when we are apart. But what
did I expect? She was not supposed to live – and as a single-
ton pup, I became her littermate! Well, at least I believe that
is what she thinks. As my husband says, “Dream loved you,
but Sliver cannot live without you!”

I never expected I would be able to show Sliver in any
event, but Dr. Brown said she would be able to run and play
like a normal dog. To watch my ten-month-old pup run for
the first time was priceless! Sliver had the time of her life
when she was finally allowed out on the grass, free to play.
Tracking would be physical therapy for her body and mind –
and for my mind, too. It didn’t take long for Sliver to earn her
TD and TDX, which seemed to come naturally and easily for
her. For obedience, we took our time as her leg needed to
gain strength. That leg sticks out because of her surgery, and
when Sliver sits, it makes her look like she’s sitting crooked.
Sliver loves to work and when she is very excited, she leans
out on her halts, making it even more noticeable that her
right leg is sticking out. As a judge, I would deduct a half
point when she is leaning with her leg sticking out. However,
if she is not leaning, it is not a deductible offense.

While I was still in Novice, I had one judge tell me that
Sliver would never sit straight and I should not be showing

Sliver at six months of age just after sur-
gery with her cast on. Today, Sliver is still
most comfortable on top of me.

X-ray of the plate and pins in the right leg
following surgery. Note the gap in the bone;
this will grow together. Next, the right leg
healed after six weeks. Note the gap is gone.

Sliver standing on her own – looking very
normal! She is now able to run, jump and
play like any healthy dog.

Against All Odds, continued



her as she would never be the dog I wanted. She knew nothing
about what Sliver and I had been through. 

On November 15, 2013, Sliver completed her OTCH and
UDX title on the same day by winning Utility B and placing
second in Open B and winning High Combined. A month
before, on October 20, 2013, she won Open B and High in
Trial with a score of 199.5. On October 27, 2013, she would
win her sixth High in Trial (she had three in Novice) – and
 qualify for the GRCA Obedience Hall of Fame. What can I say?
Sliver would have been the dog I wanted even if she had never
earned a title. She is, and always was, here to stay. After all, 
she cannot live without me! ❖
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New Hall of Fame, OTCH and UDX

OTCH DD’S SLICE OF PIE UDX RE OM3 TDX NJP WC
OBHF VCX CCA

Sire: CH CT OTCH; Can CH Highmark Mirasol 
Once A Knight UDX TDX VCD4 JH MX MXJ 
WC OBHF SDHF OS VCX

Dam: NOC OTCH DD’s Dreams Do Come True 
UDX26 RE OGM TDX VCD1 JH NA NAJ 
WCX OBHF VCX CCA

Whelped: March 23, 2008
Breeders: Owners
Owners: Dee Dee & Billy Anderson, Lodi, CA


