
GOLDENS SHINE AT THE
AKC RALLY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

by Dee Dee Anderson

The AKC held its second Rally National Champi-
onship on March 13, 2015, at Purina Farms in Gray
Summit, MO. What is the Rally National Champi-
onship and how do you qualify for it? The Rally
National Championship (RNC) is held once a year,
and it is my understanding that it will move to vari-
ous sites around the country. It is held in conjunction
with the National Obedience Championship (NOC). The cur-
rent format is that the RNC is held on a Friday, and the NOC is
held on Saturday and Sunday of that weekend. The RNC has
four different levels of competition, which are all held on the
same day. A dog may compete only in one level and must have
qualified for that level in the preceding calendar year. If a dog
has qualified in more than one level, the dog must be entered
at the highest level in which it qualified. The four levels are
Rally Novice (RN), Rally Advanced (RA), Rally Excellent (RE),
and Rally Advanced Excellent (RAE). It is from the RAE level
where the champion is crowned and earns the right to add
“RNC” in front of the dog’s registered name. 

To qualify in Novice, Advanced and Excellent, you must
earn the confirmed title for that level with three scores of 90 or
higher (100 is a perfect score in Rally) during the qualifying
period (December 1 – November 30). For the RAE level, you
must earn the RAE title any time before the end of the qualify-
ing period, plus you must have earned five double qualifying
scores from Rally Advanced B and Rally Excellent B plus three
scores of 95 or higher during the qualifying period.

The AKC awarded 10 placements in each level and Gold-
ens were represented well – placing in all four levels. In
Novice, Advanced and Excellent, each team was required to
compete in two rings for a possible score of 200 from the two
rings. At the RAE level, each team was required to compete in
four rings for a possible score of 400. The four RAE rings con-
sisted of two Advanced courses and two Excellent courses.
Also, in Rally you are timed so that if there is a tie, the team
with the faster time wins.

For this year’s RNC, 1600+ dogs qualified for the Novice
level, with 80 competing; 700+ dogs qualified for the
Advanced level, with 70 competing; 450+ dogs qualified for
the Excellent level, with 52 competing; and 250 qualified for
the RAE level, with 115 competing.

Goldens placing at the Rally National Championship were:

Rally Novice
3rd place – score 198 – time 142.1 – MIRASOL WEST-

MARCH BEEYOND THIS MOMINT BN RN CGC 
Owners: Paula B. Ellis/Judy Super

5th place – score 196 – time 159.4 – DD’S DANCING IN
THE MOONLIGHT RN TDX Owners: Dee Dee Ander-
son/Billy Anderson

Rally Advanced
4th place – score 197 – time 200.2 – OTCH MACH BECKS-

GOLD JUMPING FOR JOY VCD2 UDX4 OM7 RA MXS
MJS OBHF Owner: Lynn K. Bauer

Rally Excellent
3rd place – score 197 – time 165.3 – CH DOCMAR WATCH

FOR FOWL WEATHER CDX RE JH WC VC CCA 
Owners: Marsha Fuzia/Jane Docter

Rally Advanced Excellent
1st place – score 400 – time 323.7 – OTCH DD’s SLICE OF

PIE VCD3 UDX2 OM5 RAE JH NFP WC OBHF VCX CCA
Owners: Dee Dee Anderson/Billy Anderson

3rd place – score 398 – time 368.8 – GAYLAN’S EARTH,
WIND AND FIRE UD GN RAE SH WCX 
Owner: Laura Higdon

5th place – score 397 – time 342.7 – OTCH CLITHEROE R
COMMANDER N CHIEF UDX5 OM7 VER RAE16 OBHF
Owners: Charles P. MacMillan/Joan M. MacMillan

Dee Dee Anderson with
“Sliver” – the 2015 AKC Rally

National Champion!
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First Place – RAE – Rally National Champion 
RNC OTCH DD’S SLICE OF PIE VCD3 UDX2 OM5 RAE JH

NFP WC OBHF VCX CCA “Sliver”
Owners: Dee Dee & Billy Anderson

“Sliver” became the first Golden to win the Rally National
Championship. As Sliver’s proud owner and partner I never
thought this would have ever been possible for this little
Golden. Sliver’s story was told in the March-April 2014 issue
of the GRNews. Just to recap — Sliver basically was born with
a broken leg and was never expected to live, let alone walk. As
Sliver grew, her leg grew crooked and it was apparent that she
would need surgery to straighten it. At six months of age, she
had surgery to straighten her leg as much as possible. After sur-
gery, I spent many months doing rehabilitation exercises with
her — you could say the first year of Sliver’s life was spent in
rehab. After a year, her leg was healed, but when she would sit,
the repaired leg would stick out slightly. Of course, it was
never a question in my mind that Sliver was here to stay. Com-
peting with her also was never that important to me. Sliver
would earn her OTCH title, but because of her repaired leg
sticking out on a sit, some judges would take a half point off
every time she sat. This has been hard to take over the years,
and I knew there was no way she would be able to compete at
a NOC.

Last year I decided to give Rally a try for Sliver. Sliver
seemed to really like Rally and the faster I moved through the
exercises in the ring, the better she performed. Her leg sticking
out was never going to cost us a point off in Rally, and, also,
only whole points (no half-point deductions) are counted.
When it was clear Sliver had qualified for the Rally National,
the big decision was whether or not to go. A four-day drive
from California to Missouri was not something I really wanted
to do. But first I had to enter and see if I got in because the
entries are limited. With just days before the entries closed, I
called a friend to see if she wanted to go, too, and we both
entered. We found out quickly that we had both gotten in, and
now we felt we had to go! I also entered Glimmer (Sliver’s 18-
month old daughter) in Rally Novice at the championship. So
we loaded up the minivan with three dogs and two people and
headed east. 

We had no idea what the competition was going to be like
or how it would be run. The RAE entries were divided into four
groups. Sliver was assigned to group 4 and we started in Ring
4, which was an Advanced course. We then moved to Ring 3
(another Advanced course), then Ring 2 and finally Ring 1
(both these rings were Excellent courses). Sliver went into each
ring with lots of energy and earned a perfect score of 100 in
the first 3 rings. I thought for sure there would be many perfect
scores – and there were – and I expected there to be a number
of dogs earning 100 in all four rings. If that happened, the only
thing to set them apart would be time. Going into the fourth
(and final) ring, we encountered two of our most difficult exer-
cises — the Figure 8 for me and the “back up 3 steps” for
Sliver. For the Figure 8, you can only go through the middle
three times. If you do it more than that, it is considered an IP
(incorrectly performed) and it costs you 10 points off. And
wouldn’t you know it? There were two Figure 8’s in that ring!
The reason this is a difficult exercise for me is that once I get
going, I tend to lose count! For the “back up 3 steps,” Sliver
either does it perfectly or not, it is just hard for Sliver to back

up – and this was the very last exercise in the whole competi-
tion for us. I got through the Figure 8’s OK and now it was up
to Sliver. I did my part and we backed up together — one step
at a time. She did it as perfectly as she ever had, and I wanted
to reach down and hug her. But before we could leave the ring,
I had to leave her on a sit-stay (which is hard for Sliver) while I
went to get her leash and return to heel position without her
getting up. Sliver held her stay and we earned our fourth per-
fect score.

Your score is posted on a scoreboard outside the ring
within minutes of completing each course, so you can get an
idea of where you rank within the group being scored. But
when you move to the next ring, the scoreboards are replaced
and scores for the next group are posted. That makes it nearly
impossible to figure out where you rank in terms of the other
groups. 

At the trial secretary’s desk, a large projector screen had
been set up and as the scores were brought in to be logged,
they were displayed on the screen for all to see. Unfortunately,
the format of the display only showed about 40 dogs with their
scores at a time. The display would stay up for about 10 sec-
onds, and then the next group of 40 would roll up. It was a
revolving display and a bit hard to read, and since the scores
were being shown in the order of the groups, you might have
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“Send to Jump” – The handler must maintain a straight path of
at least a three-foot distance away from the jump and may not
pass the jump until the dog has returned to heel position. The
dog must jump the jump in the proper direction and return to
heel position without pause or stopping.



to wait several minutes for all the group/class entries to be dis-
played before it started over again. 

Since Novice finished earlier than RAE, I saw those results
and was able to figure out that Glimmer was in the top 10 in
Novice, but I didn’t know her exact placement because she
was tied in points with two other dogs. In the end, Glimmer
won the three-way tie because she was faster than the other
two dogs. But I didn’t find this out until the winners were
announced. 

In Sliver’s case, three of the RAE groups were showing up
on the display, but not the one Sliver was in. I kept going back
to check for what seemed like hours. The last time I went back
to look, I heard two women asking if anyone knew who had
won. Some other person in the crowd said there was only one
dog with a perfect 400 score. I knew that Sliver and I had got-
ten a perfect score in all four rings, but I couldn’t believe that
there was only one dog. When I got up to the screen to look for
myself – there it was. Only one dog with a 400 – my little
Sliver! She had won the Rally National Championship on her
first try. While she wasn’t able to follow in her dam’s footsteps
(Dream won the NOC in 2007), Sliver would win her own
National competition and hold a special title too. You can see
Sliver’s winning runs on YouTube. To view it, just type in “Sliver
competing in the 2015 Rally National.”

Third Place – RAE
GAYLAN’S EARTH, WIND AND FIRE UD GN RAE2 SH WCX
“Brass” Owner: Laura (Rosie) Higdon

After competing in the Rally Excellent class at the Rally
National in 2014, I knew I wanted to compete at the RAE level
for the Rally National Championship. The rest of 2014 was
spent getting “Brass” and me ready for the National competi-
tion. I knew Brass and I could be competitive. What a fun jour-
ney, competing, training, and meeting lots of people.
Competing at the National level is fun and stressful, but we
had a great time. What an honor to be there, to do as well as
we did, and to be in the company of such fantastic teams

Thanks to the AKC for a fantastic event. Purina Farms is an
awesome show site. Everyone involved did a great job. Thanks
for my breeders, Pat McKinney and Gayle Watkins. My breed-
ers’ support, friendship and encouragement made the journey
possible.
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Third Place in RAE was Gaylan’s Earth, Wind And Fire UD GN
RAE2 SH, owned by Laura (Rosie) Higdon.


